[Inhibitors of tumour necrosis factor-alpha for the treatment of arthritis and uveitis in childhood].
Chronic uveitis in childhood is a common complication of juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) that frequently leads to loss of vision. Besides from corticosteroids and immunosuppressive drugs, Tumour necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha) inhibitors are used frequently. The literature published before September 2006 was evaluated for the usefulness of TNF-alpha inhibitors (etanercept, infliximab, adalimumab) for the treatment of JIA-associated uveitis. TNF-alpha inhibitors are effective drugs for the treatment of chronic uveitis in childhood. The response rate of uveitis in childhood to etanercept was approximately 50%. However, disease recurrence, first manifestations of uveitis and new complications occurred during the treatment. Infliximab and adalimumab appear to be more effective for the treatment of uveitis in childhood than etanercept. The therapy with TNF-alpha inhibitors is expensive and increases the long-term risk for secondary diseases, such as tuberculosis and probably malignant lymphoma. Their use should be restricted to uveitis patients not responding to corticosteroids and at least one of established immunosuppressive drugs.